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actually contributed by the Indian taxpayers. For these reasons,
the people of the rest of India also have a stake in the peace
process. They too can become catalysts in the peace process,
provided they correctly understand the ground realities of the
north-east. Butunfortunately mostof the Indian citizens living in
the mainland have very little knowledge about what has been
going on in the region in the name of insurgency and counter-
insurgency. While the common people tend to believe in the official
description of militants as anti-nationals, criminals and terrorists,
we also come across certain progressive sections in the mainland
India who uncritically accept what the insurgent groups say and
project the insurgencies in the north-east as revolutionary national
liberation struggles directed against the reactionary Indian State.*^
The need of the hour is to look beyond what the state elite or
the insurgent groups would like us to see and plan out people's
strategies for ensuring peace and development in the region. A
strong public opinion needs to be created in the rest of India
against violation of human rights of the civilian population in the
north-east by the Indian army and paramilitary forces engage*^
in counter-insurgency operations and bring pressure on the
Indian State to respect the indigenous people's right to live with
dignity and self-respect. At the same time they should demand
the Indian State to take stem actions agairist those militant groups
that involve in terrorist acts like killing, abduction and extortion
and subject the civilians to harassment and distress in the name
of insurgency. The Indian public should pressurize- the central
government to ensure that the money pumped into the
north-east is not pocketed by a few undeserving elites, hut
is properly utilized for the development of the region and iot
meeting the needs of the local people. Instead of leaving every
thing to the politicians and bureaucrats, the people living
mainland India should take initiatives to win over the hearts o
the people of the north-east by being sensitive to their feelingS/
fears and concerns. Through their words and deeds, they shou
make the people of the north-east realize that all the Indians ate
not exploiters. Efforts should be made to convince the indigei '̂̂ ^^
people of the north-east that they gain more than they lose X
being apart of India. The people of rest of India should play
part mhelping the indigenous people overcome the sense of aliei^
ation and the fear of outsiders, so that they voluntarily
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consciously choose to say 'no' to the politics of ethnicity and iden
tity that breeds insurgencies in the north-east. Once the efforts to
win over the hearts and minds of the people succeed, the charm
that insurgency holds would also disappears. While expecting
things to move this way, one should not ignore the possibility
that despite the positive efforts to integrate the indigenous com
munities into the Indian mainstream, because of tlie failure ofthe
Indian State in handling the peace process, one or two communi
ties—not just their self-styled communities' leaders —might
rnake a conscious choice to continue their struggle for indepen
dence. Such adecision no doubt disheartens the Indians, who wish
to see all indigenous people of the north-east accept to be part of
India. Yet that disappointment should not drive them towards
reactionary politics and ideologies. They should learn to respect
the wishes of the natives and not stand as an obstacle to eir
legitimate desires and aspirations. It helps if one reaUzes that m
the long run, having friendly and peaceful neighbours proves to
be more beneficial than wasting ones' energies °
keep disinterested and hostile communities forcefully within tne
Indian Union.
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Century
Amiya Kumar Bagchi

This bool< puts the rise of
developed economies In
Europe, North America and
Japan in a historical and

comparative perspective. It argues that In each
case of sustained advance along the path of
economic and human development, the state
played a significant role in protecting the space for
improved standards of living of its citizens. It
argues further that the idea of the developmental

. state needs to be broadened to the concept of a
developmental democracy. The construction of
such democracy, rather than markets as such, can
be a major instnjment for advancing the economic
and human development of poor countries such
as India, Brazil or Pakistan, for that matter.

2004; ISBN 81-87498-93-5; 68 pages; Rs. 150.00

Dimensions of

Displaced People In
North-East India

C. Joshua Thomas (Ed.)

It has been observed that
South Asia has the fourth
largest concentration of
refugees, internally displaced
persons and migrants in the
world. Many of the refugee
issues in South Asia are perhaps well covered but
the eastern and north-eastern part of this
subcontinent which has experienced substantial
refugee flows because of the geopolitical proximity
of the host of countries and sub regions in turmoil is,
one of the most under reported in terms of refugee
problem. In recent times the problem of internal
displacement in the region due to sharpening ethnic
strife is also becoming a matter of serious concern.
This book offers detailed information related to
refugees, migrants and internally displaced persons
in northeast Indiaand thereby it seeks to fill the gap
created by lack of authentic information from the
area.

The book should be of great help to the students,
research scholars, administrators, diplomats, policy
makers and to the public in general.

2002; ISBN 81-87498-36-6; 416 pages; Rs.850,00Society and Economy
in Noiiii-East India

Society and Economy in North-East India
Vol. 1

Mignonette Momin and CecileA.Mawlong (Eds.)

During the last two derades or so researchers in different universities of Northeast India
have revitalized inquiry into the region's pre-colonial history. No doubt they have
contributed invarying degrees to thecollation and organization ofrelevant data for their
chosentopics and hence provided additional information on the same. But much ofthe
fpcOs ofresearch hasbeen oncultural andpolitical history with hardly anyconsideration

forthe socio-economic context in which various institutions emerged and developed.
In this Volume, writers drawn from various parts ofthe region both hills and plains, notwithstanding limitation of
the areas covered have tried to address themselves to the hitherto neglected aspects of study The purpose is to
work towards bringing about the integration ofthe socio-economic, cultural and political history ofeach area
un^er study soasto arrive ata better understanding of (a) uneven developments within the region, and (b) how

why certain events and actions occurred during pre-British times. It is hoped that this overall effort will
enraurage further investigations into the intricacies ofthe peoples' contacts among themselves within the region
and the region's inter-connectedness with h^penings in South Asia and beyond.

ISBN 81-87498-83-8; 288 pages; Rs. 400.0b'' '
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