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There wasn't much more
than one bite of meat on the
two birds put together.
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The rover Curiosity is taking red planet portraits.
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It All Began in Chaos

The giant planets didn’t always sit where
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Genes Are Us
Humans share a quarter of their genes with a
grain of rice—a sign of our common heritage.

Daniel Kish: Bat Man
Blind since 13 months, he explores the world—
and even rides a bike—by clicking his tongue.

By Michael Finkel Photograph by Marco Grob

Hay Beautiful

A walk through the grass-growing meadows of
Transylvania will cheer your spirits. The old art
of making hay is the reason.
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Thirty years ago the yacare caiman seemed
doomed to a leathery death. What happened?
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On the Cover A single cupcake can contain up to 800 calories, depending
on its size and gourmet credentials. There’s a lot of butter in the batter and
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as Rising Seas 102 Space Mountains
They're inevitable. And they're sure to be costly— Other planets in the solar system have them too.
especially if we don't prepare. i And they dwarf Mount Everest.
By Tim Folger Photographs by George Steinmetz | By Luna Shyr
|

Special Poster: If All the Ice Melted 4 .
| 104 JR:Prince of Prints

s Australia’s Big Bird | From Cuba to Kenya, this bold French artist
The cassowary is a standout: Six feet tall | makes political points with his giant portraits.

160-plus pounds, and dad sits on the eggs. | By Melody Kramer Photograph by Marco Grob
By Olivia Judson Photographs by Christian Ziegler

106 Urban Pulse of the Congo

86 Climbing Untamed Antarctica The miracle of Kinshasa is that amid all the
The first thing that the team members learned: chaos of this capital city, creativity and artists
Don't attach yourself to a kite. survive and thrive.

By Freddie Wilkinson Photographs by Cory Richards | By Robert Draper Photographs by Pascal Maitre
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Baseballers like maple bats.
One problem: They break more
often than ash.
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What did Sue Hendrickson discover?

A Wave of Creativity
Washed-up toys and floats
and nets are turned into art.

Pangolin’s Peril

The mammal with up to a thousand
scales is heavily trafficked for meat
and medicine.

Fairy Circles

They're grassy rings in southern Africa's
deserts. Now we know their origin.

On the Cover |If all of Earth's ice does melt thousands of years from
now—the most extreme of all extreme scenarios—scientists estimate that
the seas could rise up to 216 feet, covering much of Lady Liberty.
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102 Why Photos Matter 154 REVEAL

Cameras have changed our world. The Real North Korea

By Robert Draper ‘ Candid images reveal what it's like inside

this closed society.

108 WITNESS By Tim Sullivan  Photographs by David Guttenfelder

The Price of Precious

The minerals in our electronic devices have 176 CELEBRATE

bankrolled unspeakable violence in the Congo. Visions on Earth

By Jeffrey Gettleman Photographs by Marcus Bleasdale Using the ground as a canvas, a photographer

conjures unexpected images of famous parks.

128 PROVE By Tom O'Neill Photographs by Abelardo Morell
Glacial Meltdown
Glaciers are supposed to advance and retreat 188 PROTECT
slowly. Now we watch them melt before our eyes. Build-ing the Ark

By Robert Kunzig  Photographs by James Balog Zoos must choose between the most popular

animals and the ones we may never see again.

140 RELATE By Elizabeth Kolbert Photographs by Joel Sartore
Changing Faces
Meet the growing number of folks for whom race | 208 The Visual Village
is no longer just a matter of black or white. We're all photographers now.
By Lise Funderburg Photographs by Martin Schoeller By James Estrin
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I asked—the stupidity

of my question apparent
imniediately— ‘Are you OK?”
page 113

A clownfish hides
inananemone in
Papua New Guinea’s
Kimbe Bay.

DAVID DOUBILET
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Last Days of a Storm Chaser
For years Tim Samaras pursued ternadoes for
the sake of science, always taking great pa_insr
to stay safe. Then came the storm of May 2013,
By Robert Draper

Paradise Revisited

Seventeen years agoe David Doubilet felllin/love
with the reefs of Kimbe Bay. At long last, he has
returned to the Pacific paradise.

By Cathy Newman Photographs by David/Doubilet

106

130 !

The War for Nigeria

They eall it “the crisis”: Islamist terrorists,
Boko Haram, are trying to gain control
of the north.

By James Verini Photographs by Ed Kashi

Coastal Norway
It boasts 63,000 miles of otherworldly fiords,

Ibays; island shores.

By Verlyn Klinkenborg
Photographs by Orsolya Haarberg and Erlend Haarberg
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goal was to place probes to
collect data about the
nature of storms. He died in
the tornado that hit El Reno,
Oklahoma, on May 31, 2013,
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In his trademark cowboy hat, Paul Salopek trudges across Ethiopia's Afar desert, in
a journey that recreates 60,000 years of human migration.
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%% The Unexpected Walrus 90 Qut of Eden
It's doting and dangerous, graceful and “Are you crazy?” That's one of the first
lumbering. And more sophisticated than we questions the author heard as he began
originally believed. his 33,000-kilometer trek.
By Jeremy Berlin  Photographs by Paul Nicklen By Paul Salopek Photographs by John Stanmeyer

70 English by the Book 114 First Skiers
Erpberts dig into the roots of words to discover . The origin of the sport may lie in remote Chinese
global connections. mountains, where skiing is still a way of life.

By A. R. Williams

72 Ghost Cats

Radio collars and camera traps reveal the

By Mark Jenkins Photographs by Jonas Bendiksen

i 132 Virtually Immortal

haunts of the elusive cougar who is reclaiming | Lasers scan landmarks like Mount Rushmore,
lost ground—in L.A. and beyond. creating a digital record to guide any future rehab.
By Douglas Chadwick Photographs by Steve Winter By George Johnson
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On the Cover A bull walrus atop sea ice in Svalbard, Norway. The ivary tusks,
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