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Imaging Inflammatory Bowel Disease: Looking

Treatment goals have evolved from a mere control of symptoms to healing ofintestinJfr
ease (IBD). Mucosal healing (MH) is associated with better long-terai outcomes by reduc^l
surgery. In order to monitor therapeutic efficacy of disease-modifying agents mucosa a^^
ulcerative colitis, this is easily achievable by colonoscopy. However, the need for repeat#
procedure, is a clear limitation in clinical practice. In the context of tight monitoring, cross}'
fundamental tool to assess disease activity and therapeutic response. Crohn's disease canE^
bowel. New endoscopic techniques such as capsule endoscopy and double balloon enteroa>
visualize what was called the blackbox of endoscopy. In Crohn's disease, a transmural di®.^
beyond the mucosa and to assess bowel damage, including perianal lesions. In this regar^'t
emerging in Crohn's disease. Several imaging methods have been used to assess diseasa^
ease, including small bowel follow-through, US, CT and MRI, As chronic progressive am''
IBD requires repeated GI imaging studies. For this reason, exposure to radiation over tii® '
irradiating, chip, accurate and easy accessible technique, but has some limitations. The u^^
highly operator-dependent and therefore difficult to standardize between centers or to ard|;V
Abetter assessment of flbrotic and inflammatory components of intestinal strictures b^p
developing personalized medicine. In the future, ileocolonoscopy might be indicated
cancer and for therapeutic procedures in Crohn's disease.

- In this issue of Current Drug Targets, most recent advances in the field of cross-imaie^i
experts.
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