
Arunachal Pradesh, literally meaning
the "Land ofthe Rising Sun" occupies
important position in India due to its
strategic location. Earlier known as
NEFA, this mountainous states
endowed with rich fauna and flora and
inhabited by different tribal groups
caught the attention of Government of
India only after Chinese invasion in
1962. Since then development efforts
are made on large scale, yet
industrially the state is backward.
The present book relates the journey
of Arunachal from past to the present.
Supported by facte and figures drawn
from various authoritative accounts
(official and individual), this book
contains eleven chapters, highlighting
all major issues. Definitely, the present
endeavour will prove useful and
informative to one and all concerned.
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5

i-

a

PAST and PRESENT

a

Q

A MittarPublicatioi



J

H.G. JosHi {b. 1970} holds a Master's
degree in Political Science besides a
Law degree from the Kumaon
University. A journalist by inclination,
he worked on a brief stint with a Delhi-

based weekly. Propagating socio
political awareness among masses in
the Central Himalayan region, he has
been actively engaged in grass-roots
level politics in Uttaranchal. Having
great Interest in the fascinating study
of North-Eastern states, he has three
books to his credit besides many
articles on contemporary social issues
in different newspapers. His latest
books entitled Sikkim : Past and
Present, Meghalaya : Past and
Present, Mizoram : Past and Present
published by Mittal Publications has
been widely acclaimed throughout the
world and in the North-Eastern region
of India in particular.
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Preface

Arunachal Pradesh (literally meaning tiie land of rising sun)
was known as the Norlh-East Frontier Agency (NEFA) till
1972. On 20th January 1972, the area was renamed as
"Arunachal Pradesh". In the same year it was declared as
a full-fledged Union Territory. Due to its strategic location,
dius this territory attracted the direct attention of the
Government of India and started ttie slow and arduous
journey towards socio-economic and political development,
as a distinctive entity in the geo-political framework of the
Union of India. It was granted Statehood on 20th February
1987.

History of Arunachal Pradesh goes back to hundreds
of years into mists of tradition and mytii. Local tradition
regards the country around Sadiya as the ancient Vidarbha.
Ancient Puranas have many references to the regjqn.
Recorded history of Arunachal Pradesh can be traced only
when Ahom kings began to rule Assam in th9-il6^ century.
Modem history of Arunachal Pradesh begins with the
inception of British rule in Assam after the Treaty of
Yandaboo concluded on 24 February 1826. The British took
possession of Assam in 1838. British govemtnent had
brought Arunachal Pradesh also under their administrative
control. After Independence, it was a part of North East
Frontier Agency (NEFA), and later, made a Union Territory.

With an area of 83,743 sq. kms., Arunachal Pradesh has
population 1096702 (2001 census). The territory is in the
extreme north-eastem part of India, lying between 26.28'
and 29.31' north latitudes and 90 31' and 97 30' east
longitudes. The area is bound by China and Tibet in the
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north, Myanmar in the east, Bhutan in the West and
Nagaland and Assam States in the south. International
border is about 1,628 km. The region is very rich in natural
resources, viz. forest products, minerals (coal, gas and
petroleum) and hydel power. There are 24 major and 86
sub-tribes residing in different places of the State. All of
them speak varient Hbeto-Burman languages.

Administratively, with Capital seated at Itanagar,
currently Aninachal Pradesh has sbcteen districts, thirty six
sub-divisions, 57 development blocks and 149 circles.
Barring a few major towns namely—Itanagar, Naharlagun,
Tawang, Pasighat, Tezu, Bomdila, Seppa, Ziro, Khonsa,
Along, Roing, Yingkiong, Rupa, Namsai etc. major population
of Arunachal Pradesh is in rural areas. Arunachal Pradesh
Legislative Assembly has 60 members. The state is
represented by one member in Rajya Sabha and two
members in Lok Sabha. Recent elections to legislative
assembly were held in Oct. 2004. The veteran leader
Gegong Apang has sworn in as Chief Minister under
Congress (I) party. Endowed with rich natural resources-
forests, minerals and hydel power Arunachal is industrially
far backward. Tourism and horticulture have immense
potential for development Infrastructure development is to
be focused on. Despite its rugged mountainous terrain

^chal is marching ahead.
^This book is an humble effort to portray Arunachal

Pradesh multifacetedly, i.e. ttie past history, culture, tribal
ethos, society, administration, rituals and festivals, besides
the advent of present administration, development efforts,
politics and modernisation, etc. To make the book
comprehensive and authentic the material is derived from
authoritative sources. Sources of information are all
secondary—books, journals. Reports, Govt. documents,
travelogues, research findings of different scholars and
study teams.

The information is gathered under eleven chapters,
namely—Arunachal Pradesh: The Land of Rising Sun; Social

Preface

Dynamics; Development Efforts in Arunachal Pradesl^
Agricultural and Economy; The Tr\b<v\ W
Arunachal Pradesh; Socio-Poimcal Sttuch\m. oi- ^
Bori Society; The Hill Miris; Societv anri of
of the Daflas; Amnachal in

I am immensely grateful to all those great m^r. ^,
whose expert opinions and research , ^®tters
and reproduced here. Though the individ!iaT^n
listed in the bibliography, those who missed
is unintentional. In fact, real credit goes t ii
as 1 have contented merely to compile anri ^em-
material in the present shape. I remain
parents and family members for their ins * • ^
support and physical help. I am thankful to n^oral
well wishers too. Finally, 1owe a deep se ^ and
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well wishers too. Finally, 1 owe a deep se "^®nds and
to Shri K.M. Rai Mittal of Mittal PubUcati^^
for his fascinating love for North East India Delhi

nging out this book in particular. general andbringing out - — mi4u

It is hoped, the present endeavour, multid" •
^^iU prove informative to academics^ '̂̂ ^^^^ ^

With this earnest hope, i as
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Preface

Dynamics; Development Efforts in Arunachal Pradesh;
Agricultural and Economy; The Tribal Ethos; Wildlife in
Arunachal Pradesh; Socio-Political Structure; Glimpses of
Bori Society; The Hill Miris; Society and Social Organisation
of the Daflas; Arunachal in Transition; ete.

I am immensely grateful to all those great men of letters
whose expert opinions and research findings are borrowed
and reproduced here. Though the individual names are
listed in the bibliography, those who missed the mention
is unintentional. In facL real credit goes to all of them—
as I have contented merely to compile and orgaruse the
material in the present shape. I remain grateful to my
parents and family members for their inspiration, moral
support and physical help. I am thankful to my friends and
well wishers too. Finally, I owe a deep sense of gratitude
to Shri K.M. Rai Mittal of Mittal Publications, New Delhi
for his fascinating love for North East India in general and
bringing out this book in particular.

It is hoped, the present endeavour, multidisciplinary in
nature, will prove informative to academics as well as
general readers. With this earnest hope, I dedicate this to
the people of Arunachal Pradesh and to those at the helm
of affairs of governance and administration of the State.

H. G. JosHi
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belt, are Irrigated usually by small gravity chaixnels and
diversion weirs. Pumping sets are also used for irrigation of
small holdings. Under the minor irrigation project 87,578
hectareof land was brought under irrigation potential. Number
of micro and small hydel stations commissioned till March
1986 was 22 total installed capacity of about 21,370 kw.
Currently total installed capacity of state is about 30,735
MW. Electricity was extended to 3,649 villages in the state.

Transport
Arunachal Pradesh has 330 km of national highway.

VITAL STATISTICS

Area, Population and Headquarters of Districts

District Area Population HeaJijuarters

1. Changlang 4,662 1,24,994 Changlang

2. Dibang Valley 13,029 57,543 Anini

3. East Kameng 4,134 57,065 Seppa

4. East Siang 4,005 87,430 Pasighat

5. Lohit 11,402 1,43,478 Tezu

6. Lower Subansiri 13,135 97,614 Ziro

7. Tawang 2,172 34,705 Tawang

8. Tirap 2,362 1,00,227 Khonsa

9. Upper Subansiri 7,032 54,995 Daporijo
10. West Kameng 7,422 74,525 Bomdila

11. West Siang 8,325 1,03,675 Along

12. Paum Pare 2,875 1,21,750 Yupia

13. Upper Siang . 6,188 33,140 Yingkiong
14. Kurung-Kumey NA NA Laaying Yangte

Source: India 2003, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Govt.
of India.
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Education

SI. Items Unit Number

1 University Nos. 1

2 Engineering Iitstiiution Nos. 1

3 Polytcdtnic Nos. 1

4 Industrial Training Institute Nos. 3

5 Fanners Training Institute Nos. 1

6 Horticulture & Forestry Coilege Nos. 1

7 Colleges Nos. 7

8 Higher Secondary School Nos. 68

9 Middle School Nos. 109

10 lunior basic/Primary School Nos. 1289

11 Pre Pri mary School Nos. 46

12 School for Handicapped Nos. 1

13 Teacher Training Nos. 1

Details of Higher Educational Institutes
Eastern Regional Institute of Science and
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rural development

CD/RD Blocks

Village covered by blocks
Nft r\( CUr> ^

, bGS

"ndertcTv""""
=• ;;;° sa„oghar
'• No of T" ""''"•'ayV"'"" upgraded

under lAY

uuder generated

U7lit Number

Nos. 56

Nos. 3639

Nos. 1

Nos. 5

Nos. 3055

Nos. 2485

Nos. 725

In lakh 26.25

various

^^partment:

SI.

P^nchayaH Raj
J^^ahar Gram c

Employrj^ Swarozgar Yojana
Scheme

^faining '̂stance Programme

^^^inology of People's Actionhr^ology IiurP'
&

tterns

JTOss

-.«vaHo„

9rea

Unit
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4 Area irrigated in '000 Hect 39

5 Area under manure/fertilizer in '000 Hect. 22

6 Area under HYV/lmproved seed in '000 Hect. 58

7 Area under plant protection in '000 Hect. 37

9 Area under food grains in '000 Hect. 184

10 Area under pulses in '000 Hect. 7

11 Area under oil seeds in '000 Hect. 28

12 Food grains production in '000 MT. 205

13 Pulses production in '000 MT. 7

Tourism

Department of Tourism, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh
has made a humble beginning to create tourism infrastructure
at different locations. It may be noted that Arunachal Pradesh
has tremendous scope (or development of various types of
tourism activities, such as Cultural tourism. Adventure
tourism, Historical tourism. Wildlife tourism. Nature based
tourism and Eco-tourism. Any developmental programme
tapping the latent tourism potential of the state, need to be
based on sound understanding of the ground realities and
the general of basic infrastructure development.

In spite of vast tourism potential, Arunachal Pradesh so
long remained unexplored to the outside world due to general
backwardness of the area in terms of low road length, absence
of rail links and airstrips, remoteness and inaccessibility of
the area, lack of infrastructural development which holds
the progress of development in check and the imposition of
Restricted Area Permit (RAP), Protected Area Permit (PAP)
and Inner Line Permit (ILP) system.

Keepingin view all the factors and rich tourism potentiality
of the State , the Deptt. of Tourism, during last couple of
years had taken up various developmental programmes to
boost up tourism activitiesin the stete.Someof the achievement
made during these period in infrastructural sector are:-
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• Construction of Tourist Lodges at Dirang ,
Zemithang and Ziro.

• Construction of Cafeteria at Itanagar and Dirang-, ^
Construction of Coffee House -cum-guest House
Mayudia.

Construction of Hawa Garh at Itanagar and YazaJi-
• Construction of Viewpoint at Namdang and DarkanJ-
[ '̂̂ cWfication at Ganga Lake have been '

Development around Malinithan was complete

ealso'h '̂°" above schemes, the following
stance- "P und- Central fman^

atTenga Valley, Sessa,

• CoiTr^^ '̂̂ ^ Cafeteria-cum-Souvenir shop ^
Tawanr°^

approach road at Tourist
O'

The Deptt. Of t . „re
^^^lopmental sch proposes to take up gg ^ourist interests exploring more of P gtit""
*'̂ tt«sucKa3 "^ form of providing
C way of tourist lodges ' ^Ju f/®omties, development of

varlL places of
Oilier c.

each t ro^

- neat and

are t with]; ® inspection ,
' te bo„C''®fed seats avaUable for

in advance from
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district AdininistraHons. There are also private run hotels
available in most of the tourist centers.

Transport
The State Transport buses are operating on daily or on

every alternative days from Itanagar to some of the District
head Quarters where tourist centers are located. Local taxis
are alsoavailable at all touristcenters from Itanagaror from
the nearest airports and railway stations like Guwahati, Tezpur
and Dibrugarh. Further , Itanagar and all the District head
Quarters are connected with the rest of the country and the
world with STD and ISD facilities.

Travel circuits

There are atpresent six main tourist travel circuits namely:

• Tezpur - Bomdila - Tawang .
• Itanagar - Ziro - Daporijo - Along - Pasighat.
• Pasighat - Jenging - Yingkiong .
• Dibrugarh-Roing-Anini.
• Tinsukia - Tezu - Haullang .
• 'Margerita - Miao - Namdapha.

ECONOMICS

Introduction

DirectorateofEconomics &Statistics is theapexStatistical
OrganisaHon in the state. It is entrusted with the works of
collection, compilation, analysis and interpretation of varied
statistics and dissemination of them in the form of various
publications to cater the needs of Central and State Govt.

Features/Achievements

(a) The 56''' round of National Sample Survey (NSS) on
"Economics & Operational characteristics of small
manufacturing enterprise in unorganized sector" has
been successfully completed in 192 rural samples &
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StatX"^
and StafP completed in 30"^ June,
t'een coverpH Central Samples have

census 2001 r listing operation of populate
2001 throuc^i,. ^numeration of population censi^

evaluate th " enumeration survey
population content error i^d the Directn organized in the Sta
^••unachal Prari^^ I agency.

2001 of Births &

framed anH^ ^ Deaths Act 1969 ha
in Arunachal Pra^^

The De- ^^^ed Mar :

(c)

(d)

2.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

spread over all districts in the

2001

Publicatioj^^^nt has brought out the
• The report official use during 2000-

'°"nd NSS on "Employn^^^
-'Arunachal Pan . Consumer Expendif""^

- Budget ir, b ^"-
note 2000-2001:^roducts I999_20nn ^ '̂''nntion of State DoH^^

^^ar 2, 2001.

Re

•ninachaip -
^""^achai ^latistical Abstract- l^^ '̂
Aim
F

Clan'ce - 2000.

Economic Review-1999
sta?°°k 1998-1999^ .
1999' E^Per in Arunachal

^®nd and availability' ^

Pr/d Deaths Act, 1^69

10.
Qu
Hi

bulletin coveriitg all d''""'''Eo Slate upto 1999.
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11. Political, admirustrative and development maps
of Arunachal Predesh.

12. Tawang District at a Glance 2000.
13. District Statistical Hand Book of Tawang District

1999.

14. District Socio-Economic Review of Tawang District
1999.

15. Block Level Statistics of Tawang District 1999.

16. West Kameng District at a Glance 2000.
17. District Statistical Hand Book of West Kameng

District 1999.

18. District Socio-Economic Review of West Kameng
District 1999.

19. East Kameng District at a Glance 2000.

20. District Statistical Hand Book of East Kameng
District 2000.

21. District Socio-Economic Review of East Kameng
District 1999.

22. Block Level Statistics of East Kameng District 2000.
23. - Lower Subansiri at a Glance 1998.

24. District Statistical Hand Book of Lower Subansiri
District 2000.

25. District Socio-Economic Review of Lower Subansiri

District 1998.

26. Block Level Statistics of Lower Subansiri District

1999.

27. Upper Subansiri District at a Glance 1999.
28. District Statistical Hand Book of Upper Subansiri

District 1999.

29. DistrictSocio-Economic Review ofUpperSubansiri
District 1999.

30. Papum pcire District at a Glance 1999.
31. District Statistical Hand Book of Papum Pare

District 1998.
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32. District Socio-Economic Review of Papum Pare
Distnctl998.

33. Block Level Statistics of Papum Pare District.
34. West Siang District at a Glance 2000
35. DisWctStaHsHcal Hand Book of West Siang District

SsScl Review of West Siang
38. Rest Stang District at aGiance 1999.

9. aslnctStaHsHcal Hand Book of East Siang District

Review of East Siang

43. District qj- Glance 2000.
District 1999. Hand Book of Upper Siang

DisSct 1^999°^^°"°'"''' of Upper Siang45. Block Level Statistics of Upper Siang District 1

47. DisWc^ Steti Ĝlance 2000.
District 2000.^ ' Dibang Valley

48. District Socio-E
District 1997. ""'"ic Review of Dibang Valley

50- Loh» DtoLuTrci
51- District ^""^^2000.

»99. Hand Book of Lohit District
q-i rNt . .52. District Socin p

1999. °-E^°nomic Review of Lohit District
Dl-_, .53. Block Level qfs.*- •St«,sucs of Lohit District 1997.

r

1.^
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54.

55.

Changlang District at a Glance 2000.
District Statistical Hand Book of Changlang District
2000.

District Socio-Economic Review of Changlang
District 1999.

Block Level Statistics of Changlang District 2000.
Tirap District at a Glance 1999.
District Statistical Hand Book of Tirap District
1999.

District Socio-Economic Review of Tirap District
1999.

Block Level Statistics of Tirap District 1999.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

(e)

(0

The District Domestic Product for the 13 Districts
had been prepared for the first time during 2000 -
2001 and publishedas per the guidelines of the C.S.O.
Besides, the GSDP & NSDP and per capita income in
current and constant pricesare regular feature. Quick
estimate up to 1999 - 2000 already published.
Catered the data needs by Central Govt. agencies.
State Govt agencies; and
Scholars, researchers and data users.

1. Population
Male

Female

2. Literate Persons

3. Literacy Rate

4. Sex Ratio

573,951
517,166

487,796

54.74%

901 females to 1000

males

5. Member of Parliament

Rajya Sabha : 1
Lok Sabha








