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Foreword

on the bird
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Jr^ beautiful state.
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MESSAGE

Sikkim takes pride in being the best performing state in tourism in
Northeast India. As far as our tourism destinations are concerned there are

perhaps none finer. We pride ourselves onourgreen image andsteps taken byall
the Sikkimese in preserving this. We are slowly making our mark as an eco-

friendly eco-tourism destination by seeking to empower our youth and local
communities in this new source of gainful employment. As more birding and

nature enthusiasts visit our beautiful small state, more of our youth will come in

contact with the reality of having a passion and hobby that can not only be

uplifting forthesoulbutalsoeconomically beneficial intheshortandlongterm.

I am happy that the Department of Forest, Environment and Wildlife

Management isbringing outthis publication on Sikkim's eleven Important Bird

Areas andpriority sites forconservation with thehelp of the Bombay Natural
History Society andhopethat it fulfils itspurpose in highlighting theimportance

ofSikkim to the world.

(jfcP'
DR. PAWAN CHAMLING

CHIEF MINISTER, SIKKIM

sab .aor



The

Sen,

resF

Oar

mar

MESSAGE

Sikkim takes enormous pride in its natural resources and is aware of the
),ced for their wise management for the posterity, Much has been documented
ii 'iout thewealth ofour flora and fauna since theBritish times andmost present
d.ty documents are basedon these. It is timewe had a morerecent publication
keeping thepresent conservation issues inmind andhighlighting thespecies that
aielittlenoticedbutofgreat conservation significance globally.

I amhappy that thedepartment hasbeenableto puttogetherthiskindof
information on the avifaunal wealth of Sikkim with the help of the Bombay
Natural History Society. We arcjustifiably proud that the only 'Bird Book' of
Sikkim is by India's foremost ornithologist Dr. Salim Ali, who was such an
integral part of the Bombay Natural History Society. It was the then Forest
Department which published his book, the Birds of Sikkim, a pictorial booklet
with the plates from the book and aset of'cloth-backed wall posters ofthe plates.
Today we find that with the changes in nomenclature and other advances in
omithology world-wide, weneedanupdatetothisoriginal monumental work.

Ihope this publication on the Important Bird Areas ofSikkim: Priority
Sites for Conservation is put to its fullest use by amateur and professional
ornithologists, naturalists and generalists. Ifit could serve as a receptacle for
their valuable observations, inputs and additions, the purpose ofits publication
would be amplyjustified.

S.B.SUBEDl
Minister, Forest, Env, &WL Managementand Mines &Geoloey
GovcmmcntofSikkim
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MESSAGE

Appreciating the monumental work done by Dr. Salim
Ali oil flhe birds ofSikkim and the importance ofthe State forgloballl'threatened and other important birds found mthis

ifthe Eastern Himalayas, theGovernment ofSikkim is
1have recognized eleven Important Bird Areas or IBAs

acrosM^e entire stale way back in November 2003. We were
able to announce the same to the Bombay Natural History
Socier/ on the occasion ofDr. Salim All's birthday and the
Centeit^ Journal Seminaron 12" November 2003.

The Slate ofSikkim with its unique position in the mighty Himalayas
and 'tJtus as ahotspot of the variety of life or bio-diversity is like abeautifiil
eml'aid in India's crowning gloiy. Our local population, their cultures and
S lions have long protected this variety and made us so popular world-wide.

i' Accepting our precarious perch in afragile young mountain chain, we
hnvj. rightly resolved to progress the only way, eco-fnendly and organic. No
ma? rindustries other than eco and village tourism, liome-stays. pilgrimage and
Zi\tuK tourism, etc. have made us such asought-afterdestination. Our people
hol-leaming to show-case their cultures and traditions for the world to see during
fecdjals an^mclas' in different parts of Sikkim. Now not only foreigners and
Hrf esiic tourists, our children can also be proud of their heritage. At the same
S we should be careftil that our image as perhaps the best environment

'Vicious eco-tourism destination is not harmed in any way.

i• Today we have among one national park and seven wildlife sanctuaries,
th'' newly declared Kitam Bird Sanctuary in South Sikkim. Our ex-siw
"vservation area, the Himalayan Zoological Park is another imporiani birdmg
d;;tination in the state capital Gangtok. We are also designing aWalk-in Aviary
J ilabdentsc Forest in West Sikkim along international lines in keeping with our
lim to fame as an ecotourism destination. The Sikkim Ornitholog.ca Society
• a local NGO which has already established uvo Bird clubs at Felling and
yjmbong Valley in West Sikkim aimed at initiating local youth into new
gniployment ventures as nature guides andbird guides.

' 1acknowledge the efforts put in by Usha Lachungpa, Senior Research
,,fBccr (Wildlife) and others officers of my department in collaborating with
Eombay Natural History Society and international crpmzations RSPB,
EirdLife International and Indian Bird Conservation Network (IBCN) m
E-inging out this first edition ofthe Important Bird Areas ofSikkim. Iwish to get
^lore and more infomaiion from the various ornithologists, and other eco-
' iendly visitors to our wonderland, which will benefit us for better conservation
(/•this unique hotspot ofbiodiversity.

- B.SRRESHTA.IFS)
'CCF cum Secretary, Forests
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need for ""'I'™' "wareof .he
about the wealth ofour norHnd faL'documented

arelit.lcnottcedbutofgrea.con™rsSffi;^^^^^^^^^
information on ?he^ Iv^faSnalTe" krof """ '"Selher this kind ofNatural History Society Se a^e uLfi.h Tu
Sikkim is by India's foremosf nrii.i ^ ^ °"'y 'Bird Book' of
integral part of the Bombay Natura/flSo'
Department which published hk .u Society. It was the then ForestwiJ the plates from the book and asc. ofcLth^ ^ ''
Today wc find that with the chances in ® ^''^'"'1 Posters ofthe plates,
omithologyworld-wide weneedan.mH y and other advances inwe need an update to this original monumental work.

Sites for

omithologists. naturalists and generalists if and professional
their valuable obseiwations. inputs and addif ^°u ^receptacle for
wculdbeampjyjustificd additions, the purpose of its publication

S.B. SUBEDI

Minister, Forest, Env.&WT
GovernmentofSikkim ' and Mines &Geology
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MESSAGE

Appreciating themonumental work done byDr. Saltm
Ali on the birds ofSikkim and the importanceof the State for
globally threatened and other important birds found in this
region ofthe Eastern Himalayas, the Government ofSikkim is
proud to have recognized eleven Important BirdAreas orIBAs
across the entire state way backin November 2003. We were
able to announce the same to the Bombay Natural History
Society on the occasion of Dr. Salim Ali's birthday and the
Centenary Journal Seminaron 12"November2003.

The state ofSikkim with its unique position inthemighty Himalaps
and status asa hotspot of the variety of life orbio-diversity is like a beautiful
emerald in India's crowning glory. Our local population, their cultures and
traditions have long protected this variety and made us sopopular world-wide.

Accepting our precarious perch in a fragile young mountain chain, we
have rightly resolved to progress the only way, eco-friendly and organic. No
major industries other than eco and village tourism, home-stays, pilgrimage and
adventure tourism, etc. have made ussuch asought-after destination. Ourpeople
hare learning to show-case their cultures and traditions for the world to see during
festivals and 'melas' indifTerent parts ofSikkim. Now not only foreigners and
domestic tourists, our children can also beproud oftheir heritage. Atthe same
time we should be careful that our image as perhaps the best environment
conscious eco-!ourism destination is not harmed in any way.

Today we have among one national park and seven wildlife sanctuaries,
the newly declared Kitam Bird Sanctuary in South Sikkim. Our ex-situ
conservation area, the Himalayan Zoological Park is another important birding
destination inthe state capital Gangtok. We arc also designing a Walk-in Aviary
at Rabdcntse Forest inWest Sikkim alonginternational linesin keeping withour
claimto fame asan ecotourism destination. TheSikkimOrnithological Society
is a local NGO which has already established two Bird clubs at Felling and
Yambong Valley in West Sikkim aimed at initiating local youth into new
employment ventures asnature guides and bird guides.

! acknowledge the efforts put in by Usha Lachungpa, Senior Research
OfTtcer (Wildlife) and others officers ofmy department in collaborating with
Bombay Natural History Society and international organizations RSPB,
BirdLife International and Indian Bird Conservation Network (IBCN) m
bringing out this first edition ofthe Important BirdAreas ofSikkim. Iwish to get
more and more information from the various ornithologists, and other eco-
friendly visitors to our wonderland, which will benefit us for better conservation
of thisunique hotspot ofbiodiversity.

(D.B, SfiRESHTA.IFS)
PCCF cum Secretary, Forests
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More than 1200species of birds are found in India,
including some spectacularspecies suchas

the Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus.

. J\

i 1

INDIA: GENERAL INFORMATION

India is situated north of the equator between 8° 4' and 37® latitude and 68°7
and 97° 25' longitude, and is bounded on the southwest by the Arabian Sea
and on the southeast by the Bay ofBengal. To the north and northeast lies the

mighty Himalayan range. To the west lies Pakistan and to the east, Bangladesh
and Myanmar. In the north, China (Tibet), Nepal and Bhutan share the
international boundary with India. To the south Sri Lanka shares the maritime
boundary and is separated from India by anarrow channel ofthe Bay ofBengal
formed by the Palk Straitand the GulfofMannar (Mathew 2003).
India is one ofthe largest countries of the world and covers an area ofabout
3,287,263 sq. km. It measures 3,214 km from north to south and 2,933 km from
east towest with a land frontier of 15,200 km and a coastline at 7,516 km. The
mountain ranges such as the Himalayas in the north, the Aravallis in the west, the
central highlands ofthe Vindhyas and Satpuras and tlie Eastern and Western
Ghats in the east and west, comprise several sub-mountain tracts of varied
lengths and heights that support diverse flora and fauna.
India is a vast country with varied climatic conditions. It has three climatic
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mat prevails ftom September to March. The soothwra m!f'"''
in June and itprogresses towards thf. n wu j '̂ O"soon sets in over Kerala
end ofJuly, The eastern coastal regions -thrcors?fri'Nadu - experience the nonheast monsoon and Tamil
Along the east coast, this period is marked by cyclores
depression in the Bay ofBengal and .k„ i j- ° atmospheric
mainland at ahigh speed which causin " '̂ h towards the
property. The welt coast ra dy exne" 'o 'ifc ond
.v.r.gcr.i„f.,l|„,„h|oo3rsLTp™^
Of Jaisalmer bordering Pakistan, to ahigh of 11 non "'reme western parts
region ofMeghalaya. Similarly the temnorct ' , 'lie Cherrapunjcc
™rc ,ha„ 50 -C i„ the mar dL„' t'oT,:^"'i-bNi-y -
Kashmir. ^ Aat Siachen in Jammu and

The first census ofhuman population in ind-1881 onwards, this exercise has been cairied om '^^2- Since then,
India's Independence in 1947, the population° '̂ e time of
685 million and by 1990, to 844 mX '̂corn ' 2° '^81 ,it rose to
increasedby25%.In)97I,thehumandensitySir^ '̂-''''''°P"'̂ ^^^^655 mKerala and alow of8in Arunachal Prndel a ''''''''
average human density has further risen to 77t ' ""^us, the
India'spopulationhascrossedthecnebillionm By 2001,the 54 years of India's Independence with T ''"^"'""^"'̂ ^s'̂ ebledin

^!e. The projected human population growthr7to''•jjfiti. between 1.4 and 1.5
lyersity

^f-a mega-(fi
iHd's riclifi

f/o of th
speci

y-stems.

rdly been

lil «% of the won? "bo"'
. r̂eptiles, 1,225 species of bird '

^'be larger animals 7/. species of
Hkes of reptiles are consid "Mammals, 78|̂«unt,y's various habita.rXT'"'''- ^

Jplpme grasslands. We ha, " ^ crowded and
Kority of these organisms Th '̂̂ information
fiamed by science Their 1 species

• 'o India's human

Thegeographical ilcsignalions employeddo nolimplyihcexpression of anyopinionwhaisoeveron ihe
p.irtoflBCN: Bombay Naliiral History Society conccrainglhe legal status of any stalc/counlry.tcrriioiy
or area, or concerning the delimilalion of its frontiers or boundaries.

Major vegetation types of India and characteristic flora! elements
Dr. C. S. Rawat

Sr.

No.

Vegetation Type and

Geographical Location

Characteristic / Dominant Species

i. TWE Dip/erocarpi/s spp., Calophythm soulaltri,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands Mangifera sylvatica, Af>T/jn'cra

sp.. Calamus paluslris

2. TWE (Western Ghats) Diplerocarpiis indicus, Humboldlia brunonis,
CuUenia exariUata, Ficus spp., Palaquium
elliplicum, Mvrislica malabarica

3. TWE (Northeastlndia) Dipterocarpus macrocarpus, Artocarpus
chaplasa, Livistonia jeiikinsiana, Ficus spp.,
Alpinia spp., Plirynium sp.

4. TSE (Transitional) Ficus spp., Dillenia penlag}'na. Ganiga
piimata. Toona ciliaia












