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Intijoduction

i •

,Jlographically contiguous ureas of Darjeeling, Sikkta and NepalIn ® . 1 j-.rTTQnicQfinnQ which Sfifik 10"SCSr:;™ amushrooming of organisations whteh seek to
L and develop their indigenous culture, language and rehgron.SSa!" doaen si groups in NepalI a uo^cii iuwn .... 4

J':^,er their members live. Another half doaen have emerged in
However, in Darjeeling, some of these assoctattons dale back to

fuTLgmning of this century while afew are fairly recent. Darj«Img
api. of India in .he

'̂ ?£l openness allowed such organisaoons to eome up quite early. In
" E, the hereditary and theoeratie rule mS.kkim and Nepal havecont

led UD only very recently. • j.
'PCpite an earlier emergence, most of Darjeelmg's mdigenous organ-
- Ins have had little impact on the cultural and political history of Ae
" .n The living conditions in Darjeeling after it came under Bengal mA '* © rT*l_ _ /-a ^

were not conducive to their growth. The political and cultural
^ ^ures of anumerically dominant and educationally far 'superior«ires ol a numcin-a"-,; —

-race- (see Smith 1993 for the concept) forced the various com-®'£sliketheGurung.Tamang,Mangar,RaiandLimbutocomeunder
_i: n-attnn rnation meanine neoDles

mieS IIKC w - .

Lbrella of the Nepali or Gorkhali naUon (nation meaning peoples
. nnt nation-State). Their respective identities had to be submerged in
: to constitute aforce strong enough to resist Bengali domination and

°Ce their common survival. Thus, they became apart of the Gorkhali
®utpnali oeople and the Nepali language became their language as well,
of^r ^ - lonminops nnH «mnts were Dushed into oblivion.kCnrocess their own languages and scripts were pushed into oblivion,IpRl * ' . J J..- ^ne.jikers in Si!n unable to be revived due to inadequate numbers of speakers in a
^Xlticular locality.
P4











4 POLITICS OFCULTURE

tluough. There are endless—some already dated—debates over
whether It IS vaJue-free or value-loaded, society-specific or universal.
andTn n" or structure, material or non-material,

on material artefacts to the

Bauman 19^^! R conceptual aspects in the post 1950s (see
of it as asvci conceptualisations of culture, for instance, speak
Ss fil ""conscious structures.

attenZt Z Laitin (1977) draws
"[ploliiical elites According to him. the
thehoSdZ^^ act strategically and ideologically inshould become dornanrZe^^h
dominant cultural framework form 'K establishing a
since hegemony can onlv7 . ^ hegemonic bloc'" (1977:171). But
acongruent and harm • ®̂ ®"hsystem and cannot "createmargiZ that the "non-
hegeLnicst:::!:..
heiTis^t'ZrrtrrcanS'"'̂ fhediscussion^nography overlooks the 800131^1,'̂ """"' ethnography'. Such an
Ifcause it presupposes that the • h conditioning of culture
^act of 'civilisation' and • cultures succumb under theEh cultures J^onTy'̂ Z

Ânting them are even branded a. , P^P'®
1992:40). ^ P®®?'® without a culture (Devalle

joup of
lemony' which is defined as "thr 'r or fight against a
fcrcion or elitebargaining—and' P° /o''8'"8—whether through

:tivity in aslate and the concurirnrvi'°r '̂̂ '̂'°"°^^P®"®™®^®'̂ °"^
^dominant symbolic framework ih ®^ 'zation of that schema into a
1977:I83).Inotherwords.cultureis'noZr'' '®"'®"in harmonious equilibrium with an isolated symbol
constant conflict within and with othe hut it is a system inofthe available resources of astate appropriation
strued to mean that there was no cultur^ ^ ^ however, be con
state. It was there, in hierarchical relatio ^ emergence of the
it was then governed by traditions The h"^ 'P '̂'h other cultures, but
ships of superordination and subordinatint'̂ ^ ^assumed the relation-
state. ® 'he emergence of the

Iniroduclion • • 5

Another concept which is politically akin to the concept of culture is
'nationalism' which, according to Gellner, is "primarily a political prin
ciple, which holds that the polilical and the national unit should be
congruent" (1987:1). P.H.van derPlank makes itmore explicit when he
defines it as "an ideology consisting of values, symbols, norms and
expectations, living inasocial collectivity (group) and based on belief in
a common descent and, as a consequence, a common destiny, strong
enough to desire to maintain, strengthen or create a formally and legally
organizedsociety" (1975:9).

One of theproblems with this concept is that such an 'ideology' may
be confined to a nation or, more frequently, extended to a nation-stale
(Kohn 1968:63). When it is used in theformer sense it is often qualified
as 'ethno-nalionalism', 'proto-nationalism', 'sub-nationalism', 'fissi-
parous-nationalism', 'mini-nationalism', and what have you.

Nationalism, as it is understood by Louis L. Snyder, is: "A condition
ofmind, feeling, orsentiment ofa group ofpeople living ina well-defined
geographic area, spieaking acommon language, possessing a literature in
which their aspirations are expressed, attached tocommon traditions and
customs, venerating their own heroes, and, insome cases, having the same
religion" (1982:xv). The problem here isthat there are many nations like
the Jewish and the Palestinian which cannot be fitted into this.

The boundaries of a culture or nation and a nation-state seldom overlap
butbothinvolve a similar process of nation-building. Thisprocess invari
ably involves homogenisation ofcultural and ideological values within a
group ora number ofgroups, which means imposition of the ideology,
norms and values of the hegemonic group on the marginal groups. While
theLimbus (ortheRais) resist cultural or linguistic standardisation bythe
Tagadharis, they also carry out the same process within their own groups.
What is resisted at the level of the nation-state is thus perpetrated at the
level of a culture or nation.

The appeal ofculture inall such nation-building processes is unques
tionable. Spencer has illustrated this well with his study ofSinhala culture
and nationalism (1990). Gellner has gone evenfurther to define 'nation'
in terms ofculture though he isequally aware of the 'voluntaristic' aspect
of the concept of nation. According to him, "Two men are of the same
nation if and only if they share the same culture, where culture in turn
means asystem ofideas and signs and associations and ways ofbehaving
and communicating" (1987:7).

The relationship between culture and nationalism has assumed re
newed significance after the emergence of the concept of 'national

NI'.-
'T.











10 POLITICS OF CULTURE

Umbu clans i. other Estimated No. of No. ofactually
castes/communities households covered households

Nembeku 2 1
Nembhang 10 2

Phago 17 3

Songpangphe 2 1

Suhang 1 1

Tamiing 7 1
Thamsuhang 94 11
Thebe 1 1
Yokwa 1 1

Younghang 1 1

Bahun 32 3
Chhetri 14 2
Eiamai 11 3

Kami 23 3
Newar 1 1

Rai 14 3
Saiki 12 2

Total 873 112

Source; Fieldwork, 1992-93

During the fieldwork I observed that the clans/castes/communities
with the larger number ofhouseholds are the earlier settlers ofthe village.
Table II shows their distribution over various hamlets and wards.

Table U: Distribution ofLimbu elans andother casles/communilies in Yangnam

Ward

No.

Tols/Hamiets

1 Aasmane, Pachise,

Chilingden
2 Thangnapa
3 Damsidabba, Phasingla
4 Etembe, Lungchokthoba
5 Magarcheppa, Khalangatar,

Sapnuwa, Padamdhoka

6 Gahirigaon, Kakchuwa

7 Akasbe, Surkenangi

8 Angepa, Bansbote,

Hamrang
9 Luwafu, Tereheni

Source: Fieldwork, 1992

Limbuclans & other castes/communities

Lowa, Hangsunimba, Lawati, Jabegou,
Thamsuhang, Sarki, Bahun, Rai

Jabegou, Thamsuhang, Bahun
Jabegou, Membhang, Nembeku, Angbo. Damat
Jabegou, Thamsuhang
Jabegou, Kerung, Hangsunimba. Ekten,
Khajum, Kami

Jabegou. Kerung. Hangsunimba. Ekten, Damai
Jabegou, Ekten, Khajum, Songpangphe,
Kuningbang. Thamsuhang
Jabegou, Lowa, Kening, Tamiing, Rai.
Mangmu. Bahun
Kening. Mangmu. Tamiing, Jabegou, Bahun

t categori

^e-n

^trntQu
Srikh

(^village, w
(Thei^ are

ahun, eig
th

ou
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'ablen shows that some largergroups are distributed over more than
o^fhamlet and ward. In other words, there is no clear concentration of

|,'.c!an/caste/communily in any ward. In view of this distribution, the
aiiiiment ofsome respondents that the village was originally inhabited by
tw fThegim clan seems plausible. This clan had four lineages, viz.,

abegou (later adapted asJabegou), Kerung, Hangsurumba and Thakle-
ig, of which the last seems to have been replaced by the term
amsuhang. It is quiteprobable that otherLimbu clansand non-Limbu
jtes/communities joined themlater andcontributedto the heterogeneity

'.(ii dach hamlet found today.

Social categories andpopulation in Yangnam

Female Total %

14 31 4.3

326 631 87.3

3 6 0.8

55 7.6

723 100.0
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Limbu clans <1 other

^osKs/comnmiiies

Nembeku
Nembhang
Phago
Songpangphe
Suhang
Tamling
'P '̂sinsuhang
TTiebe

Yokwa
Younghang
Bahun

Chbeiri

Oamai

Kami

Newar
Raj

Saria

Total

Source; Reldwork, 1992!.

Estimated No. of
households

2

10

17

2

I

7

94

1

1

1

ir
14

11

23

1

14

12

873

No. ofactually
covered households

1

2

3

I

1

I

11

1

1

1

3

2

3

3

1

3

2

112

During the neidworkTr.k.. .
"l '̂̂ SWnumberofhousehnld cJans/castes/communitieSTable nshows their distiibuHo earlier settlers of the village-

Table n-oioria • " hamlets and wards.- E>ianbution ofUmbu cUiru
Tots/Hamlets ^""dother easles/commuaUies in Yangnatt*

4 other castes/communUies

Pachise.
CWUngden
Thangnapa
Damaidabba,Phasi„g,3
^mbe.Langcholohoba
Magaicheppa,Khaia„gata,
Sapnuwa.Padamdhoka '
<3aWrigaon,Kakchuwa
Akashe.Suikenangi

Angepa, Banabote.
Hamrang
Luwafu, Tercheni

Source: Fieldworic, I992

^H^ununba.Uwati,Jabegou,
^h^g-Sarki, Bahun, Rai

"• J^"hang. Bahun
Jabegou Nembeku, Angbo. Damai6 u, iliamsuhang

Ekten.

Jabegou. Kerune h,
^al^gou Ei^„^;"^Ssunimba, Ekten. Damai

to"™"®'
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Table II shows that some larger groups are distributed over more than
one hamlet and ward. In other words, there is no clear concentration of
any clan/caste/communily in any ward. In view of thisdistribution, the
argument of somerespondents thatthevillage was originally inhabited by
the Thegim clan seems plausible. This clan had four lineages, viz.,
Chabegou (lateradapted asJabegou), Kerung, Hangsurumba andThakle-
hang, of which the last seems to have been replaced by the term
Thamsuhang. It is quite probable that other Limbu clans and non-Limbu
castes/communities joined themlater andcontributedto the heterogeneity
of each hamlet found today.

Table IK: Social categories andpopulation in Yangnam

Social categories Mate Female Total %

Tagadhari 17 14 31 4.3

Kirata 305 326 631 87.3

Other 3 3 6 0.8

Untouchable 32 23 55 7.6

TottJ 357 3,66 723 100.0

Source: Fieldwork. 1992

In TableUI the people of the village have been classified under four
socialcategories andthisclassification hasbeen followed throughout this
book. The Tagadhari category includes the Bahun, Thakuri and Chhetri;
the Kiratas include the Limbu, Rai and Yakkha; Other Mongoloids include
communities some of which are considered as Kiratas by a few people but
are not included under the 'Kirata' category in this book; and finally, the
Untouchable castes—Kami, Sarki and Damai or Darji.

Srikhalangatar Madhyamik Vidyalaya, the only secondary school in the
village, was established asaprimary school in1971 and upgraded in1979.
There are about 450 students and 18 teachers. Of the 18 teachers, nine are
Bahun, eight Limbu and oneYadav from the terai ofNepal. This school also
serves as the venue for the Gaon Vikas Saraid meetings and polling centres.

The houses in the village are remarkably similar. The walls are made
of stone and mud and daubed with red mud or ochre. The architecture is
also monotonously similar: houses are diagonal and normally consistof
three storeys; the lowest storey being used forcooking, storing water and
receiving guests or visitors; the middle for sleeping and storing food
grains, malts or liquor; and the uppermost floor for household or clan
deities.TTiere are small woodenwindows and doors but no ventilation for
smoke to escape except through thesquare apertures between thestoreys

v.*
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by Uie wooden beams. Though it affect the lungs and eyes of the
l^abttanu, the stnoke is valued for its ability to prottl rtlberand
ba.^00 front tnseets and to preserve meat and foti grains

f,tt2;ror„s;Tr"rgis^°;?,rI'sCTassofdiffpr,.ntv.w; . roof IS normally thatched with wild
Only a

iron sheets. Every house h^TfrLT^^^^/h^ corrugated or galvanized
and bamboo baskets are woven when irifhm o

me denuding of neighbourhood ^
city of firewood and fodder for cattle And , '""easing scar-
plenty in order to cook, prepare malt or hn^ firewood in
and to keenthemseives warm Manv '
"P- 'dibeEovemmerr F.C ^ have also dried^ |̂ipes in many villag^^sS^ supplying water

Ears aday. available only for

5t '''^h-ictof Nepal,
ers ofthis district. The administrative

^st of this town and it takes ahr,", ™"®hly 20 kilometres to the
^ad passes through anumber ofvii 'here,

plunded on the east by Tir^ZIm Chhinamakhu is
_ north by dense forested hills inciudS'the Annapuma, on the
-̂ by the Yangtang and Pikhuwa nvers 'he south

the Pikhuwa which makes it possible for Z "bridge over
Chhjiiii^hu to go to Bhojour even Hi • '̂"^^ers of Annapurna and

flow down the hill reason. InnumerableW own the hills and can be crossed easily on small

of Yangnam, but the land iZ^ S^^^^phical features are similar
erennial streams have made irricatfZ'̂ yiriore fertile and anumberle dense forest at the top of the villase ®"'"ch larger area,

-he rivers and as apasture for cattle L ^ catchment area for
fforest area is usually covered with snoZ^rZ'̂ "'"'"®''
better sunshine than Yangnam. ' hinamakhu also receives

Apart from its well-carved terraces and swe^i
is famous in the district for the leaders it h Chhinamakhu
Rai, once aminister and now aRaj Sabha fif^ Dhyan Bahadur
of Nepal) member; Sangram Rai once Parliament

' 'be president of the Bhojpur
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District Development Council; and Shashi Bhushan Kirant, the present
incumbent of this office, are all from this village. It has also produced
doctors, engineers, and accomplished musicians like Bulu Mukarung.
Foreign scholars like Simon Sinclair from England, Richard English of
the New School for Social Research, New York, and the noted linguist
Boyd Michailovsky have all stayed here at various times.

Like in Yangnam, there is only oneMadhyamik school though there
are primary schools in each ward. The hamlet Devithan closely resembles
Khalangatar of Yangnam, with the temple, post office, shops, health
centre, agriculture and veterinary office, and most importantly, the Sri
Tribhuwan Dharmodaya Madhyamik Vidyalaya located within it. Like
IGialangatar again, this hamlet is the cultural, business and political centre
of the village.

Some data on Rai clans and other castes/communities are presented in
Table IV.

Table IV: Rai clans and other castes/commuaUies in Chhinamakhu

Rai clans & other

casies/communilies

Chamling
Charghare
Dllpali
DumI

Huongchen

Ishara

Khamtu

Khamyoungkha
Kulunge
Kwoyu
Pewang
Rupabung

^^angpang
' Siptungkha

Tbulunge

Bahun

Chheiri

Damai

Curung
Kami

Sherpa
Tamang

Total

Source: Fieldwoiic, 1993

EtrimaredM?. of

households

3

22

13

2

13

2

40

7

22

300

1

6

2

200

9

2

60

14

22

15

12

4

771

No. ofocnuHy covered
households

1

2

2

1

2

1

4

1

3

25

1

I

1

19

2

81

»u-1
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SiplungkhasihLStiS'l7sup*^°"^^^i?''̂ ^the latter. But even rhp v former are earlier settlers than
Siptungkhas, who were th^ sen'ers than the
agroup called the Chongdon^s^driving a^ay

Table V: Distribution ofpfti.t
— • Its andother castes/communiiip-; in Chhinantakhu

Tolsm^, ^ —
Raiclans&other castes/communitif^

•n^akhan,.sua,ale
Devithan.Begtuwa. Banstola
Kwoyutola,Sakewatol
Teniola,Bakhiin.Neware
Danra. Maksahul

M"nba]a,Churbak.Tamlakha
NaulaEaon,Ghorenangi

Yangchentar

R"mIa,Panche,Kangkang

Source; Fieldwork, 1993

Huongchen. Sipiungkha. Charghare-
K^oyu, Thulunge, Khamtu, Chhetri-
Sangpang, Ishara, Chamling. Dumi
Khamyongkha. Charghare. Kwoya.
D'lpali, Khamiu
Huongchen. Siptungkha. Charghare.
R^oyu. Thulunge, Khamtu, Kami. Dam"
Kwoyu, Kulunge. Khamiu. Tamang
Kami, Curung, Sherpa, Chhetri, BaM"*
Siptungkha, Dilpali, Khamiu

Tamang. Chheiri
K^i, Gurung, Sherpa. Chhetri

JChamyongkha. Gurung. Chhetri

Table Vshows that them,•is dishibuie^er more than onZf' clan/caste/community
homoge^^omposition. Howe^•e^ 's no tol which
° 'MSleor two clans/casL''̂ /^^^ hamlets are numerica^ y

Twith migrants trickii heterogeneity
itsotto/ '̂"S'"'"^nly from the west.

Female
52 Total

146 56

35

240
220

brk, 1993 460 100.0

..use of the Kirata population •
fthan in Yangnam (87.3). On the othl"! is much lower

'"^^hand. theTagadharis and

"ercentage •
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OtherMongoloids havea much higherpercentage (23.5 and 13.3 respec
tively) compared to Yangnam (4.3 and 0.8 respectively). The higher
percentage of the non-Kiratas in this village is perhaps partly due to its
location, which is more accessible to people of other origins migrating
from the wesL

• Thearchitecture, painting and other details of the houses in Chhina-
makhu are almost the same as those observed in Yangnam. The only
difference, though rather important culturally, between a Limbu anda Rai
house is that the latterhas a separate room for the household deity. This
room is normally located on the top floor though it may also be located
on the middle floor. The Rai houses also have separate hearths made of
•three stones erected vertically andnon-Kiratas arenotallowed to go orsit
near them.

Another interesting feature of this village which is conspicuous by its
absence in Yangnam and elsewhere in Panchthar is the memorial stone
slabs prominently erected onroad sides, specially atresting places. Such
slabs contain carvings of the sun, half-moon, bow and arrow, the trident
of Lord Shiva and the name and dates of birth and death of the deceased
person. This is not only interesting as a register of the indigenous popu
lation, but it also indicates thatthe art of writing or carving has existed
among them from earlier times. The names and other details being written
in the Devanagari script also shows that this script, has found better
acceptance than with the Limbus who are proud of their own script,
although most of them can neither read nor write it.

Further evidence of theRais being more Nepalicised is found intheir
day-to-day conversation which is rarely in their own language. This isnot
so in Yangnam. The Limbus not only have a better command over their
language but also use itmore commonly than do the Rais, who often use
their language only to communicate some secret information in the
presence of non-Rai suangers.

^Modi Mulkharka: Madi Mulkharka is in the Sankhuwa Sabha district
which was historically within the territory ofLimbuan. Basantpur town is
abouta six hourwalkandTumlingtar which hasan aerodrome and which
is situated on the bankof theSabhariveris almost equally distant. But since
the former town is much larger and the shopping cheaper, the villagers
prefer to go there rather than to Tumlingtar. Aweekly market is held at Madi
Rambeni village and most people go there to collect theirdaily necessities.

Madi Mulkharka is bounded on the east by Terethum district, on the
west by Madi Rambeni village, on the north by Mawdin village, and on
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the south by the Maya khola
TTieroadfrcmMadiRambenitoTe across this river-into two equal halves, There are '"'̂ ''''̂ estheviilagehorizontally
khola and there are innumerable streams flowing down to Mayaof which dry up in winter. Each of fi.°° over those streams, moa'
household nearby. bridges is maintained by a

Hie altitude range and tempera,ur. -the same as in the other two m,Z i" the village are ahnos'
east, and so there is plenty of suniiLf f'" P^t of the village fact^
Villages, the extent of cultivable land u', to the other tWO
^tion in Ae wastelands along the streamer" cardamom cultt
There ,s I.We fores, cover i„ .he p«. ® «.e„sive in .his villas';
»a.e,.y offirewood ,s more acme here ThT' " '"P °ftl« village an

n f »«'«•- • ""Pwom fields have severalMadi Mulkharka is famous for its
annual fete of three days is held i„ m, eardamm, cultivation. A»
people from ah sntrounding villages an X" «d of Januaty whe"
memy-m^e. There rs also ahuge p, ™ gather lo gamble anJ
Bahadur Majtya, where ,„ter-vil]a8e,mX™M aonmed by one Ma"me hmd dnrtng die fete. Some of the people f°etball ionmatnePl'
the stams of ministers, ^ege teac^^^^ '̂Hage have also risen

of the district-

^f a501^1^ P^®"t'tient ham'e'
'ard on, °^"ship. Thong''^C ^^Ws haiSlet has^
^ost and 3

'Ids in 1Q07 . , ^0'-
'belonging t"

au,w iicju uLuiiig ulc icLc. loome or tr

the status of ministers, college leac

called Mulkhark:
primary schO'

Red

grii

ocruaity cover^^
^'ueholds
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Yakkhas <t other Total No. ofhouseholds No. ofactuallycovered
casteVcommuni/ies (1987) households

Kami 62 5

Limbu 9 2

Newar •• 47 3

Sarki 11 1

Sheipa 118 3

Tamang 46 4

Total 1470 103

Source; Gaon Vtkas Samiti Office, Madi Mulkharka, 1993

It is clear that the Kiratas in the village do not constitute more than
16.5% ofthe total number ofhouseholds inthe village. Here it should be
pointed out that the actual numerical status of the Jimis or Yakkhas as 234
households is misleading because even ethnic Rais have been reportedly
mistaken for Yakkhas. For instance, theNechali, Amchoke and Mangpang
Rais ofThulo Wairang (Ward No. 8) have been counted along with other
Yakkhas but these are ethnic Rai clans. This confusion is because of the
absence ofwidespread ethnic consciousness among the Yakkhas living
there. One may also interpret this phenomenon as acase of the existence
of fluid ethnic boundaries between them and the native Rais as a conse
quence of the granting of various titles (like 'Rai') since the 1770s in
Nepal. Other reasons that may be attributed to this phenomenon are the
Yakkhas' small numerical size and intermarriages with the Rais and
Limbus of the surrounding areas. The fictive kinship network that has
developed over the years between them and other social groups, particu
larly the Bahun, Chhetri and the Gurung is also afactor in this regard.
Table Vni: Dislribulton ofYakkha and other easta/communUies in Madi Mulkharka

Yakkhas i other castes/communitiesWard

No.

Tols/Hamlets

1 Hulaki .Gaon, Srijung,Toribari.
Pindalu Danra

2 Ghimire Gaon, Dabale, Soti
3 Chowki, Kallike Gufa, Ale Danra.

Danratol, Madamsingh, Solaban
4 Waling, Jimi Gaon
5 Madi, SinghareBhir.Tham

Kharka. Siddhanagi
6 Majh Kharka, Hanglafu,

Mulkharka

7 Ahale. Mele, Phudung

Bahun, Limbu. Bhujet. Kami. Sarki, Damai

Bahun,Chhetri.Newar,Sheipa, Bhujel,Kami
Chhelii, Tamang, Bahun. Kami

Yakkha, Damai

Yakkha, Gurung, Sherpa

Yakkha, Gurung, Bahun, Newar.Kami

Gurung. Chhetri, Yakkha
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village'especiLyf'"!the appellation 'matwali' for them thereby justifying
village who are addicted to lalt" '. ^®te are some in every
attribute to their stay in the norttf which is ahabit they
cigarettes or bidis is common of India. Smoking cheapas adolescents. The situation ' ^^omen, adults as well
undertake paid work in the field! "T ^«P'orable that no one will
to him or her. Even the Tagadh."- ^ of is offered
alcohol to their non-Tagadhari wo I ^ ^""tetimes compelled to offej
inhibition among them to do so. 'S astrong cultural

Darjeeling andSikkim

No intensive fieldwork was nr
Sikkim fo, 01= purpose of 0,= "> be conducted in Darjeeling n
those who are not acqnain.ed , However, for the benefit

•S C ""i"(tad! "S"". 'be descnption of aft"Written his.oTsrw:tTt:'"°°'''"™?Ch'r "'''-io..
haa^^ frL x/ " '̂''̂ ^ancestort.r ^lynativetothisregio"-

««iy?oZ"™'K''"ftpoopftit"»s
once bd "be Let!!^ "bich is known to hafb

nm™ ,v >'̂ '°'bisc„r '• •^«8h, notionally, <"""ricarSrilf -t the iast .50 ye^

ind
of

immunity like r!"''"on,mun ; "ntionaliy,, can. minori '̂'=®'-..s..':™;"'̂ . over the last ,50yc-
Ullages in Darjeelinc ® reduced
ich villagipr^^jsg '̂Idcim are

, iiany ^^C'ally much more coi-

Ji? u Nenai communities at)'
^act 'n ev """ch smallC
sizeabi!"'̂ ^®"s hard?' 'i-
v-i. . cnoiiok. 'y anv linmiiciik. rnmtw^

M
°̂n?ih'e ic 2-^"^ linguistic com"-"ts. Knowi f^ca language- A

F-existent. Thi, fx'̂ fone'.! mother-tongue^ Indian diasn^ ®Paii' language is defm*'® ^
3r rasiriyata S'̂ ^iiereas adistinct identity
,ipc me/xv • file Der,..^ "» Nenci =. . , tO

id

in

,mtn^'

ror rastriyata. V '̂̂ ^l'ereas T'®'̂ l^Hnct identity
'unities like Newar b^^^^Ples lij- ®P '̂>'t only refers
pali'community. 15 Nepal belong
>«. Vr,o...1=J— ""tortui Manrve.- bU'

fepah community. 15 i3^-i.itnbu ,^"2
the knowledge of its i,! '̂s 8^ ^nd Gurung P")

^fent in Nepal. It is only recatf^ge, «iat each commU«id>'
f ^ the traditions to^

® '̂0us communities'

a

if
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Darjeeling and Sikkim have become aware of the need for a revival of
their own languages and cultures.

Thearchitecture ofthehouses intheregion ismorevaried due,perhaps,
to greater economic and cultural differentiation within villages. However,
there are basically two major cultural strands noticeable. One is charac
terised by the style described earlier in east Nepal and the other iswhat
may be called the Lepcha style. The early Nepali settlers had brought their
own house-building techniques and these were quite different from the
Lepcha techniques. But over the decades akind ofblending ofthese two
styles ofarchitecture can be seen. The houses are of various shapes and
sizes but mostly single-storeyed with aliving room and aseparate kitchen.

The villages also have better infrastructural facilities and are therefore
better linked with the market centres. This also means that theeconomy
hereis moremonetised and there ishigherincidence of hired labour than
in east Nepal. Crops grown are also more market-oriented than for
self-consumption. For instance, growing various kinds offlowers, vege
tables and fruits is common. In short, the villagers of Darjeeling and
Sikkim have more alternative sources of livelihood than those living in
east Nepal.

The region has the three 'Ts'—tea, tourism and trade—none of which
is significant in east Nepal. The tea gardens, though over ahundred years
old now and many of them sick, are a major employment avenue for the
illiterate and semi-literate. Similarly, tourism as an industry isfairly well
entrenched. There isalso trade inleather, carpels, milk products and bags
with neighbouring regions. Such trade is yet to develop in east Nepal.

Finally, Daijeeling and Sikkim are much more advanced in the fields
of education, art and literature, than east Nepal. This holds true even
when we compare the same set ofcommunities or cultures living in the
two areas.

Armed with such features, one would imagine that this region would
provide leadership to the cultural movements in the entire eastern
Himalayas. But this has not occurred. Exposure to various ideas and
ideologies, greater interdependence with other cultures, lack ofgrip over
one's traditional beliefs and customs, and the relatively secular state have
all been responsible for the lesser enthusiasm and competence of the
people of this region than those ofNepal as regards the politics ofculture.
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Sumer or Assam, Malak or Mlek or Lohit, Kinnaur Kirat[a] or Garhwal •
and Nepal" (1966:9).

There are others who restrict Kirata settlement to well-defined present-
day political boundaries. For instance, Milton Sangma, a noted historian,
writes that the word 'Kirata' referred to the "peoples now represented by
the Mongoloid group inhabiting different parts of North-East India"
(1985:59). Contrast this with the following claim of K. C. Mishra: "Geo
graphically, racially and linguistically they (Kiratas) are identified with
theKirantis or the peopleof Kiratadesa situatedbetween Dudh-Kosi and
Kanki river in east Nepal" (1987:99). These two views, however, appear
to be based (rather inadequately) on contemporary racial, cultural and
linguistic aspects.

One of the few scholars who has made a meticulous effort to locate the
geography ofthe Kiratas isperhaps G. P. Singh, but even hehas found it
difficult to assign any particular location to them. For instance, atone point
he writes about the Kirata settlements in "the Gangetic plain[s], the valley
of Nepal, the hills and mountains of northern, central and eastern Hima
layas, Vindhya region, etc." (1990:95) but later he mentions their
expansion into "north-western, northern, central (Madhya-desa), eastern,
western, northern and greater India" (1990:121). And the 'proof of such
a claim is the fact that the word 'Kirata', or its variants, are found in the
various classical texts dealing with those regions. Even when allowance
ismade for alittle sporadic archaeological and other evidence itisdifficult
to ascertain ifthe reference is made to the same Kiratas orto an altogether
different category of people.

A major reason for this ambiguity is certainly the absence of a clear
conception of who the Kiratas were or are. As long as this is so, the
question oftheir geographical spread will remain unresolved. But decid
ing the space/time framework for conceptualising Kirata identity is not
easy. Certain groups ofpeople who are identified asKiratas or who used
to be referred to as such no longer desire this classification whereas others
have appropriated and actively propagated it in order to establish their
historical antiquity in a given geographical area. For instance, the
Meities ofImphal Valley and the Garos ofMeghalaya still claim to be of
Kirata stock. Those who have disowned this identity are basically people
who underwent a process of 'Sanskrilisation' during the last couple of
centuries and discovered the Kirata identity to be inadequate to represent
their changed status. "Hie fact that the Sanskritisation process had estab
lished the hegemony ofwhat may be described as the Aryan discourse and
relegated the Kirata status to the periphery, both geographically and

Kiraias in the Past

rs

'resourcijfi^oday- rMpntifvins the geographical location of
"It X' can'perLp^ '""y

the Kirat^ at any pom ancient period
satisfacto: ly earned o • ^^^jigyiere may be agreement on when

I^y be no agreement on when it began.

Relatioi^bip with the Aryans
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i" f'J'' Tagadhari
f^en basf^ Tagadhari reaciion in thepost-Ja"^J
PubiicatioT'i fh P7ing to argue through the m ' of
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