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PREFACE

Sikkim has always been an interesting area of Himalayan-
studies. now acquired added significance as a subject
ofenquiry to Indian geographers and social scientists because,,
apart from its Himalayan location, it is now the youngest
and the smallest State of the Indian Republic. There is
a strong wind of change blowing through this mountain
domain of the Nepalis, the Lepchas and the Bhotiaswhich
calls for a detailed analysis not only to understand the-
dynamics of this remote mountain habitant but also to realise-
ihe problems of integration of various units of north-eastern.
India into the mainstream of Indian nationalism.

Theethnic scene in Sikkim underwent radical change, onct
in 1947 and then again in 1975 when it opted to be an.
integral part of India. The economic scene, which
generally undergoes slower changes, has, nevertheless,,
witnessed significant transformation of the area as a part
of the greater Indian economy.

Dr. Mamata Desai, a Fellow of the Department ofEcology,.
Netaji Institute for Asian Studies, has attempted a serious
review of this process of transformation which has been
going on in Sikkim. Her book, the 'Eco-system and!
Ethnic Constellation of Sikkim', bears imprint of a serious
effort on the part of a geographer to understand the 'impact
of changing human activities on a mountain eco-system'..
As the author herself says, this smallest and the youngest
State of the Indian Union *is characterised by multi
ethnic societies. Historical developments influenced by
geographical forces have given rise to an ethnic composi
tion typical of a physical transition in Sikkim'. In the
present book the author seriously tries to look into this,
process of transition.
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